МАСТЕР-КЛАСС

POLYLOGUE AT THE LESSON OF ENGLISH


I
I do not feel like beginning the lesson with a hackneyed (common place or banal) phrase that today’s lesson is an unusual one. Look around and see for yourselves that it is. But this lesson’s peculiarity is that it is organized so as to show how we should work out a group talk, a discussion, a polylogue in class; we should answer the question if there is any way of teaching its technology working out its devices. 
Beginning the third form we, teachers, try to draw our pupils in some group talks and go on elaborating our methods in junior and senior forms.
Today my pupils will help me to show first the stages of a polylogue elaboration in junior forms and then in senior ones. “Docendo discimus” (лат.) – обучая, мы учимся сами.
Our today’s topic is sport. Our pupils first get acquainted with the vocabulary of the topic in primary school and then work at it in junior forms, and at last prepare an exam topic in senior forms.
II
Let us revise first how we elaborated polylogues in junior forms. The kids will help me to show the stages of elaborating a polylogue.
P1:  To begin with, the teacher tells us some story with translation into Russian of some phrases then roles are distributed among us.
P2:  The aim of the second stage is to learn the vocabulary phrases.
P3:  You should make a circle. Look at me, listen to me, repeat after me, with my gestures, facial expression (mimicry), beating the rhythm and dancing, singing, make up questions.
P1:  Then comes the third stage (active). The teacher pronounces some sentences quietly – louder – very loudly.
T:    In Russian – quietly, in English – louder (Russian phrase – English phrase, in turn).
P1:  Then comes a musical séance when the teacher reads the text – the reading is accompanied with music.
P2:  These are the stages of elaborating a polylogue prepared by a teacher and given as it is. So this is all there is to it.
P3:  But our seniors prepare polylogues themselves and their elaborating usually consists of three levels.


III
There are three levels of polylogue elaboration.
Since our talk is to teach the pupils to speak on some topic and take part in conversations it is with this aim in view that we introduce and consolidate some certain vocabulary. 
What vocabulary, phrases – speech units have you learnt?
P1:  –   kinds of sports, 
· sports equipment, 
· keeping fit,
· sport at our school (in Russia, in England),
· favourite kinds of sports and their rules.
T:  Situational clichés or conversational formulas of agreement,
P2:  –   surprise,
· persuasion,
· appraise/criticism,
· sympathy,
· advice,
· indignation,
· conclusion,
· general conversation.
T:  Grammar devices – Modal constructions – to express disbelief, certainty, surprise, doubt (What modal constructions do you know and what do they mean?). The Subjunctive Mood of Unreal Condition and Wish.
The initial stage presupposes introduction and consolidation of the vocabulary. There is a variant of introducing of a new vocabulary just during the first presentation of a polylogue. But it will take a lot of time here. The conflict of our today’s polylogue is as following:
(Legend)
There is no denying that sports is an essential part of our pupil’s daily life. Most of our kids go in for sports and your favourite kinds of sports are… In fact, there is no way of listing them all. You are keen on sport and good at many kinds. Our school gym is a popular place with our kids, it is full of very nice sports equipment.
But inspite of all this there are some undisciplined lazy pupils who prefer playing truant during the lessons of PT. They think that it is a waste of time to attend those lessons, that the gym is poorly equipped and there is no sense in joining any sports society. Two of them are here: Lera (all is good for nothing), Nastya – grumbles – finds faults in which teachers, parents, sophomores, juniors, seniors take part. 
Now we are present at a class meeting devoted to some lessons problem. PT teacher Maria Alexandrovna – a good and serious, responsible professional (Masha) – is very much concerned about those two neglecting her lessons and is trying to persuade them to come.
Also taking part in the conversation are two sportsmen enthusiasts: Katya – enthusiast taking up sports very seriously and Dasha – who is concerned about her health and figure and speaks in favour of aerobics, has a practical kind of mind. Another Katya is very much disappointed in sports though she went in for gymnastics some years ago and overtrained. Nastya – a successful swimmer – miss success, Anya – disappointed – was even injured playing basketball and overtrained, Nastya is the one who misses mother Natalya Pavlovna – realizes what is good, what is bad and says that she cannot imagine her life without movements.
As you are aware that our school takes part in the international teachers and students sports program, no wonder that Miss Atkinson, a PT teacher from Leeds, came to our school and is taking part in the conversation together with her pupils. Helen – English student: sports prevent from drug and alcohol addiction and Julia – they speak about the influence of sport on their everyday life and even on the English language – is sure that the English attend their pets better than their kids, a devoted mother. Miss Atkinson appeals to the kids to follow the principle – if you cannot get the best, make the best of what you have.
The polylogue itself is the final part. There is preliminary job.
IV
To keep the ball rolling – that is to make sure that the progress in composing the polylogue continuous on a project. Let us do the following – elaborate its parts, master the vocabulary, make up various dialogues, discuss some certain problems – bearing in mind my task – to use the above mentioned grammar devices where it is possible but not for the sake of its usage (because the connotation of the construction is different) but to express some ideas/notions while composing the polylogue.
On the board: 
· a sport has to be something physical involving a lot of exercise
· a sport has to be competitive and it has to involve skill
· a sport is played with equipment of some description usually a ball or racket or something similar
· All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.
· to be pleased as Punch
· that’s all these is to it 
· it’s Greek to me
· a dark horse – came from horse racing, whose racing capability was unknown
· to be a good sport – a good fellow
· to break the record – do something that has not been done before
· it’s a pretty kettle of fish – неловкая ситуация
· it’s not cricket – it is not fair
· to talk a horse’s hind leg off – заговорить до смерти
· to talk somebody’s head off 
· to be batting on a good-wicket – находиться в благоприятном положении
· two strings to one bow – a second alternative if one’s first attempt fails
· to win hands down – win easily (from horse-racing, a jockey is letting his hands drop in relaxing his hold on the reins means that he is not having to worry himself to make his horse go faster)
· to keep the ball rolling – to make sure that progress continues on a project
· to lose the game – not to manage in a difficult situation

1. In order to reveal (expose) some similar and opposite points of view on the disputed problem, draw more participants in the conversation, make the information clear. You should make up bridges, give hints. So, do the following: 
a) use conversational formulas of agreement/disagreement,
b) use conversational formulas giving/adding more information (enriching what your partner says),
c) give questions specifying the information – making the information more exact,
d) give advice and promises to each other,
e) give provocative questions,
f) give ironic remarks – emotional remarks,
g) summarizing.
2. Speaking about advantages and disadvantages of going in for sports, necessity and use of attending PT lessons we cannot but turn our eyes on the proverb: All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy. Comment on it using the above mentioned Modal Constructions and The Subjunctive Mood.
3. Since you know that English students and teachers have come to your school and you read a lot of books about England and got much information about life in England. You are very much surprised that the British treat their pets better than their own children – I would love you to carry on the dialogue asking an English student whether it is right expressing your surprise, indignation, criticism plus grammar.
4. Many people think that sport is very rude – boxing is a strange business. A Russian kid supports this point of view, which is quite alien to the British student/teacher who is aware of the fact sport, penetrated into all spheres of the British life and even influenced the language.  
5. Since more and more people today are anxious about their health and do not want to gain weight – aerobics is popular with us.
a) Having watched an episode of “Family album” video – you are to convince your friend that aerobics is just what she really needs and very easy.
b) First – be ready to give all the variants of expressing the idea – that something is very easy (in chorus).
6. Since the essence of the conflict of our future polylogue is to persuade the student who misses the lessons of PT to attend them, imagine such a situation: the one who plays truant speaks to her parent explaining the reasons of her truancy (it is a pretty kettle of fish for me to say this) – lessons are dull and monotonous, equipment is very scarce. The parent agrees/disagrees, advises. The kid promises to attend.
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]It is not a secret that sports today is turning into more and more professional, it leads to overtraining and stresses, many become injured and get disappointed in sports. The one who has been injured warns the sports-minded friend, enthusiastical by going in for sports, about negative prospects of taking up too much sport.
8. Express your ideas about the prospects of future cooperation of Russian and English PT teachers at our school giving hints, making up bridges to the next participant.
It is not a polylogue yet but thanks to this job, we feel the structure of a future group discussion. 
V
While getting ready for the polylogue and working out its parts (making up dialogues) you were supposed to write down either whole conversations or parts or some expressions. It depends on the pupils’ capacity, memory, how complicated this or that topic is.
Finally comes the D-day – the moment of presentation of the whole polylogue. The legend is just the same – the end should be as following: the students give in and promise not to miss PT lessons any more. 
A possible result is that one student who was ill, at last came to school, found out about the contents and having come home tells her parents about the meeting.
You will remember the vocabulary, situational clichés and the grammar devices and will always be able to express your attitude to sports and take part in similar dialogues and group talks in real life. I am pleased as Punch with your work.
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